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A BRIEF MEMOIR 
OE 


THE LATE MRS. W. CLIFFORD. 


Mrs. Clifford, the eminently-talented 
actress, after a long and painful illness, 
departed this life on Thursday, the 5th of 
September last, deeply lamented by a large 
cirele of private friends, and the public | 
generally. She had been engaged at the | 
Ilaymarket Theatre for a period of twenty- 
eight years, where she acquired never- 
fading laurels, by her excellent pourtrayal 
of characters of an eccentric kind, chiefly 
written for her, and which no other actress 
could have sustained with such artistic 
skill. She was not only gifted with a 
powerful intellect, but the finest possible 
conception of the character she had to per- 
form. 

Mrs, Clifford had attained the highest |, 
honors in the provinces, in a very different 
line of acting, previous to her appearing 
on the London boards: and it is no small 
compliment to state, that the late John 
Kemble, and the inimitable Mrs. Siddons, 
were her ardent admirers (even in her 
youthful days). They at once perceived 
and acknowledged her great talent, and 
were always anxious to secure her aid in 
the dramas they performed in, where a 
character was to be enacted suitable to her 
appearing with them at any theatre, where 
she chanced to be engaged during their 
visits to the country. 

Those who have seen Mrs. Clifford for- 
merly at various theatres out of London, 
will not easily forget her peculiar excel- 
lence, not only in the first line of Comedy, 
but Tragedy of the highest order. In such 
characters as Lady Macbeth, Constance, 


Volumnia, &c., she was universally ad- 
inired, and always received with unbounded 
applause. 

It was remarked by the late Sir Walter 

cott, after seeing Mrs. Clifford act the 
part of Meg Merilies, in his drama of “Guy 
Mannering,” that her’s was, indeed, the 
true delineation of the character, and that 
| he had never seen it performed to the life 
before. 

Mrs. Clifford possessed a noble and 
commanding figure, added to which, her 
deportment was graceful and dignified, and 
her eyes most expressive ; so there is no 
wonder that Sir Walter Scott should award 
her the palm’of merit, beyond any other 
actress who appeared in the part of his 
“favorite Meg,” for such he professed the 
character to be. 

Mrs. Clifford's conversational powers, 
in regard to the drama in particular, were 
almost unapproachable ; and it was a high 
treat to converse with her about Plays, 
and the actors of bye-gone times, as the 
writer of this brief memoir can testify. 
In society she was cheerful and entertain- 
ing; at home, very domesticated; afiec- 
tionately kind to her relatives; sincere 
with her friends; and lady-like to all. Her 
son-in-law, Mr. W. Harrison, his wife, 
and family, must deeply deplore this sad 
bereavement. 

& t. H. 


METROPOLITAN THE ATRES 


OLYMPIC, 


Mr. Farren has with great — pro- 
duced a succession of novelties since he has 
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acts, was produced on Thursday last, en-| mirably. Mr. A. Younge was very humor- 
titled ‘Giralda,” it is a translation from| ous as Agrippa. His sarcastic manner told 
the French ot’ M. Scribe, which attracts! well, and was duly appreciated by the audi- 
immense houses at the theatres in Paris.| enee. The other male characters were ably 
The plot is of such a lengthened character, | supported by Messrs. Graham, Mellon, &e. 
and the incidents so numerous, that to give | Miss Glyn was the Volumnia, and -noved 
the whole, would take more space in or, with such ease, grace, and dignity, that her 
columns than we can spare ; and although | attitudes were quite models for th sculptor. 
it is a most amusing and interesting piece, | Her acting is pure and forcible, and it is 
to give the plot would certainly detract from | evident she acts from impulse. It is in such 
the interest upon witnessing the perform-| characters as this, that Miss Glyn bears 
ance. As regards the persons employed in| away the palm. ‘The whole play went off 
the piece, nothing could give greater satis-| evidently to the admiration of the audience, 
faction to the audience. Mrs. Stirling played | if we may judge from the applause. The 
the part of Giralda with remarkable naivete | theatre was crowded. 
and delicacy, and in every situation in CITY. 
whicn she appears, charmed us by her un-| The winter season commenced on Satur- 
affected grace and fine dramatic perception. day last, with two new pieces, and several 
Mr. Leigh Murray’s Don Manuel was an/| fresh engagements; among the latter we 
excellent performance : ardeut in expression | noticed that of Mr. T. Fredericks, who is a 
and easy in manner. Don Philip was well very good actor, and cannot fail to be of 
supported by Mr, W. Farren, jun., whose | great service to the management. The first 
assumptions are always marked by good | piece was called “Anato :’’ the seeond, ‘The 
taste. The part of Dom Japhet was ren-| Queen of the Beggars.” Both were quite 
dered amusing by Mr. Cooke; Mr.Compton | successful, and were produced under the 
played the miller Pequillo with great humor. | careful supervision of Mr. E, F. Saville, 
The piece is put on the stage with great | who, of course, retains his usual position as 
care and propriety. There is some good | stage manager. The stage appointments are 
scenery by Mr. Shalders. The applause at | elegant and complete ;—the honse has been 
the conelusion of the drama, was warm and | entirely renovated and much improved :— 
unanimous, and the curtain was raised a|the comforts of the audience appear to have 
second time to enable the performers to | been’ carefuily studied ;—the truly elegant 
make their acknowledgments on the stage. | saloon still continues under the active di- 
We understand that the adapter of the| rection of the polite Mr. Dore; and the 
piece was a Mr. Welstead. The house was | arrangement of the whole is highly credit- 
crowded in every part. able to Messrs. Johnson and Lee. 
SADLERS WELLS. VICTORIA. 

The revival of ‘‘Coriolanus” hasfbeen| Several new dramas have been lately added 
crowned with a success which the manage-| to the repertoire of this favorite theatre, 
ment well deserves ; and which they have a| with very considerable success. The re-ap- 
right to expect from the admirers of the | pearance of Mr. Osbaldiston and Miss Vin- 
legitimate drama. The play is splendid'y | cent, so justly pofular, has also contributed 
put upon the stage, and the dresses and | much to the gratification of the audience. 
appointments are in excellent keeping. The | A new burletta, entitled “Brown, Jones and 
acting of Mr. Phelps, as Coriolanus, must | Robinson,” nightly excites roars of laugh- 
be seen to be appreciated. His demeanour | ter; and in a melodrama of great interest, 
on the stage is different than on former oc- | called **Captain John Luck.” Mr. J. T. 
casions—his manner being more subdued | Johnson, a very favorite and rising actor, 
and dignified. He was warmly applauded | is nightly received with the most tumul- 
throughout his performance. It is evident | ‘uous applause. We are pleased to find the 
he has been studying closely during the re- | house so extremely well attended. 
cess. Mr. G. Bennett represented the | BRITANNIA, 
character of Cominius very artistically; it; The spirit and energy which has so long 
could not have been given to a more eflicicnt | characterised the management of this estab- 
representative ; he looked the character ad- | lishment, is apparent in its present career 
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“Rob Roy, or the Battle Cry,” “Columbus, 
the Discoverer of America,’’ and the do- 
mestic drama of “ Mary Livingston,” have 
been the staple attractions of the past week. 
The drama of ‘Columbus’ is carefully jgot 
up, the author has paid great attention to 
the historical truth of the subject, and the 
acting would do credit to a theatre of more 
pretension. We presume the management 
intend giving a series of historical and _bio- 
graphical dramas, they having lately played 
** Napoleon,” and now ** Columbus.” They 
cannot do better: this is making the stage | 
an organ of instruction and popular educa- 
tion in a quarter where such instruction is 
much required. We should like to see an 
effective drama on the life of Oliver Crom- 
well, one which should cast aside all the 
lies which parasitical historians have deemed 
expedient, and ie present the subject justly. 
We cannot omit to mention the excellent 
acting and singing of Mrs. Lane: she is a 
really fascinating and delightful woman, 
and now and then strongly reminds us of 
Vestris. 











PAVILION 

We looked in here a few nights ago, at 
the commencement of the farce, and were 
quite disgusted with everything we saw. 
‘The house is in a most dirty condition—the 
pit floor broken, &c. Mr. James Rogers, 
the comedian, was most indecent in some of 
his double entendres. Recollect, Mr. R. that 
iminoral language on the stage is not the 
way te gain respectable admirers, however 
much the Whitechapel “gods” may applaud 
you. 





AMATEDORS. 

Crarence Tueatre, King’s Cross.— 
Miss Munro, a very clever young lady as an 
amateur, took a benefit at the above theatre 
on Wednesday in last week, and attracted a 
numerous and respectable audience. Col- 
man’s comedy of “ The Heir-at-Law,”’ was 
the first piece. The character of Lady 
Duberly was sustained by Miss Munro in a 
very happy maaner. We are rather sur- 
prised she does not obtain a permanent en- 
gagement, for weare convinced that in such 
characters, she would be most useful at any 
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or rubbing the sides of her hair, and hidin ; 
from the audience frequently a very prett/ 
face. She has a good figure, and we think, 
in all probability, she would be seen to more 
advantage in light comedy than in serious 
parts. Miss Lewis was an able representa- 
tive of Cicely Homespun, and acted in 
natural, pleasing and easy manner, Mr. W. 
Combie, as Lord Duberly, acted forcibly, 
and did not overplay the part; but this 
actor’s old men are all the same ; he makes 
no distinction either in age, or situation in 
life, be the character he has to represeut 
rich or poor. A little study in this respect 
should be observed. Of Mr. Hayward, as 
Dick, we could say much. He has som: 
good stuff in him, but we are fearful ne 
does not give himself time to study. H: 
has a good notion of what is necessary to 
be done, and in several instances was vey 
effective, especially in the serious scen:s 
with Zekil. Mr. Underwood gives evideut 
proofs of a good education. ‘he Latin 
quotations which he had to give as Dr. 
Pangloss, were given very correctly; antl 
he played the part better than we expecte |, 
for tragedy appears to be his forte. Is h: 
aware, when he is on the stage, that he is 


| continually rubbing and pulling his noie 


about. We remarked this evening, he r-- 
peated it more than usual. Perhaps som: 
of his friends will remind him of this. Mr. 
George Combie, as Zekil Homespun, in h:s 
style and manuer, was altogether in ch1- 
racter, and infused considerable com ¢ 
humour into the part, and in some of th: 
serious parts he evinced a feeling, that 
shewed he has a mind that can develop: 
the author’s meaning, and give an eftfec:, 
too, that we should be glad to observe mor» 
frequent in amateurs ; but he does not speax 
in his natural tone of voice, which is a 
drawback, and we advise him to do so. Mr. 
Hayton, should study his characters with 


more care, or he will never make an actor. 


If Mr. Collins intends personating Irish 
character, he should spend some portions of 
his time in the classic purlieus of St. Giles’s, 
where he might study the ‘“ fashionable” 
arrivals from the ** emerald isle,” aud hear 
the rich raciness of their brogue. And now 
we conclude, trusting our remarks may have 








theatre. Caroline Dormer was personated 
by a young lady of the name of Daltun. | 
lu her acting she has a most unpleasant | 


the effect intended—that of remedying and 
correcting the defects which we have ob-, 
served in those aspirants for dramatic faince 


manner of twisting aud wrimying her hands, | — and we have made our strictures ia tae 
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kindest spirit. 

On Monday last, the Shaksperian Club 
played the “ Hunchback,” at the Clarence 
theatre, Taken as a whole, it was very res- 
pce ab y performed. This play is so con- 
tinually attempted by amateurs, that we are 
quite tired of noticing it. Mr. Underwood 
would have done credit to Master Walter, 
had he been “up” in the part. Mr, Hay- 
ward, as Clifford, was respectable, but he 
wanted force. Mr. Clary, as Lord Tinsel, 
was incorrect in the text, otherwise he played 
with spirit. Mr. Clarke’s Fathom had 
merit. Mrs. Ilenderson, as Julia, played 
extremely well; and Miss Blanchard got 
through the character of Helen with good 
effect, and looked the very Helen the author 
intended. It was too late for us to stay 
to witness ‘‘ Robert Macaire.” 








CORRESPONDENCE. 





+, Wintrams.-Mr. Lyon is engaged at the Standard, 
KkuMor shall be answered in our next. 

M. M.—The Journal was forwarded to Brighton on 
‘Thursday, according to your directions. 

J. Tuomrson, Birmingham.—Your note did not 
arrive till we had published, 

INpicaTor.—Mr, Davidge died in 1842. 
Dramaticus.~—Mr. Danvil first appeared at Drury 
Lane, in the year 1534, in the part of Shylock. 
Hiauxny Dornton.—We cannot form the least con- 
ception why you should wish to turn actor, if you 
are in a government situation at £200 a year, 
and increasing yearly. Do not think of becoming 
a “poor player,” and perhaps get more hisses 

than applause. It is not all gold that glitters, 

Scivet.—We are sorry to hear of your accident. 
We had written the notice before yours reached 
us. We shall attend to it in our, next number, 
and are obliged. 

. Paksons.—We shall attend the amateur perfor- 
mance on Tuesday next, and will duly report 
thereon, 

Sylvanius must not be so impatient. He must 
consider the many authorities and‘considerable 
research which is essential in writing such a 
series of articles as the History of the London 
‘Theatres. 

Amaror.—We never give the ages of ladies. 

ixquinen,—The farce of “ Sudden Thoughts” was 
written by Egerton Wilks; that of “ But How- 
ever,” by Henry Mayhew. Both have been 
translated into German, and were published at 
Leipsic in 1844. We forget the publisher’s name, 
but think it was Hartman. 

Fxcensta.—We thank him. He will observe we 
have complied with his request. 
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THE PROVINCIAL TITEATRES. 
THEATRE ROYAL, BATH. 


This theatre justly ranks as one of the 
first provincial t!.eatres in England. It was 
considered a school tor the London stage ; 
and in it some of our most eminent ‘per- 
formers have either made their debut, or 
been distinguished}or receiving that educa- 
tion which afterwards led them to the sum- 
mit of renown. Elliston, fur a long time, 
performed here, and was an universal fa- 
vorite. 

There have been two theatres in Bath : 
one erected in 1730— upon the site/fof 
which the General Hospital now stands. 
It was purchased after its erection by Lady 
Howley :—it was a very imperfect building 
—the receipts, when full, were only £30. 
From this sum, the scenery, dresses, and 
properties, took £10, music, lighting, and 
printing, -€2 per night ; so that when this 
was paid, the remainder was divided be- 
tween twelve performers. 

The next theatre was erected by sub- 
scription, in Orchard-street (it is now, how- 
ever, turned into a Reman Catholic chapel), 
and another was fitted up by a Mr. Samson 
in Kingsmead-street. This last was bought 
by the proprietors of the first, which tell 
into the hands of Mr. John Palmer, who 
in 1767, procured a patent for it, which 
was granted to his son, the late John 
Palmer, Esq., M.P., and thus became a 
Theatre Royal. Gibbs’s Bath Guide says, 
“Mr. Palmer petitioned the Crown fora 
patent, and was supported by the Corpora- 
tion. After many obstacles, he succeeded, 
and an act was passed, according to his re- 
quest, in the 8th George III., and so became 





J. 8. is informed that we attended, but as we can | 
y nothing faverable, we muzt decline saying | 
iV thing. 
©. iv--'the poetry shall have a place the first op- 
portunity, 





a Theatre Royal—the first out of London.” 
Messrs. Arthur, Lee, Keasburg and Di- 


' mond, were the first lessees. On the termi- 
‘nation of the first patent, a second was 
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yranted to Messrs. John Palmer and W. 
Jyrummond, Their theatre being found too 
small, the present edifice in Beaufort-square 
was erected. Dance was the designer, but 
it was built under the direction of Mr. 
Palmer’s architect. It was first opened in 
October, 1805—Mr. William Dimond (who 
was part proprietor), son of the last paten- 
tee, was the last manager. It is a very 
handsome building, uniting every necessary 
emvenience. ‘There are two tiers of boxes 
with slips over, the private Loxes with sepa- 
rate entrances and ante roeoms,—a roomy 
gallery, &. The length is 124 feet, the 
breadth 60, and the height 70. ‘The sa- 
loons, dressing-rooms, scene-rooms, &c., 
are fitted up with the most perfect adapta- 
tion to their several offices. The interior is 
in the form of a horse-shoe, and is‘ well 
adapted for hearing. It has accommodation 
for 1600 spectators. The prevailing colour 
of the interior is crimson, with gold mount- 
ings, and the ceiling js ornamented with 
paltings. 

_ Jeuny Lind performed here when the ex- 
citement was at its height, when the pro- 
ceeds were £1,200. 

The late Mr. Davidge, of the Surrey, was 
once lessee of this theatre ; as also the late 
Mr. Ducrow. The present lessee is Mrs. 
Macready, who has also the Bristol theatre, 
and works both with one company. She 
is well deserving of support, considering the 
endeavours she makes in the production of 
novelties. The gentlemen amateurs occa- 
sionally perform here, and always draw good 
houses. ‘They last appeared in the comedy 
of “ Wild Oats.’ 








INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF A 
THEATRICAL AMATEUR, 


Cuap. II. 


Containing an Anecdote which was never 
intended to be published by any means. 


On the evening appointed for the per- 
formance in which my respected progenitor 
was to take a prominent part, my mother 
had occasion to visit the shop of a haber- 
dasher in the neighbonrhood, with whom 
she was in the habit of trading, and who 
was also distantly related to her. After 
transacting the business upon which she 
went, she was solicited to stay fer a cup of 
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that favorite meal is generally taken, which, 
ac epting, she was handed through the shop 
into the small sitting room beyond. Ter 
had scarcely commenced before n y mother’s 
optics descried, in the person of a gentleman 
who had just entered the shop, her lord and 
master. Iler surprise was not in the least 
diminished when she saw him actually pur- 
chase a pair of long white stockings, and, 
after plecing them carefully in his pocket, 
walk out. Such conduct was totally unac- 
countable, and pazzled my mother no little, 
whose silent soliloquies occupied her mind 
during tea, very much to the annoyance of 
the haberdasher, who being naturally taci- 
turn himself, could not endure the failing in 
any one else. What in the world could he 
require white stockings for? and why dia 
ke purchase them himself? were questions 
that she could uot satisfactorily solve. 

After tea, she evacuated the place very 
speedily, that she might be at home on my 
father’s arrival. She had not long to wait, 
for he was home unusually early that day, 
and making some excuse, procured sewing 
implements, and repaired to his bed-room. 
My mother crept softly up-stairs after a 
short time had elapsed, and peeping through 
the key-hole, discovered my father indus- 
triously plying his needle and thread, upon 
the veritable pair of white stockings, which 
he was attempting to amalgamate to a pair 
of old drawers, which, when effected, would 
have made a very passable pair of *‘tights.” 
She saw enough to convince her the article 
was intended as part of a theatrical dress, 
and retreating silently, determined to make 
a decided stand against the hated project, 
and take her truant lord to task. My father 
was not a very long time over his task, and 
as soon as he came down stairs again, my 
mother began to ply him with questions as 
to where he was going, &c., but finding he 
only evaded her, she at once discharged a 
broadside into him by asking in the blandest 
manner what he wanted white stockings 
for? and, following up the attack, she de- 
sired to know for what use he had appended 
them to a pair of drawers? and concluded 
by hurling several heart-rending exclama- 
tions, uttered in a half-crying tone, at my 
father’s tender feelings, by which the vic- 
tory was complete, and my father crest- 
fallen. His astonishment and wonder were 
intense, for he felt so secure in his secret — 








tea, it being about the time of the day when 


but finding himself completely “ sold,” he 
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at once avowed the cause for such prepara- | 
tions, and perceiving my mother to be in a 

** state,” he promised to abandon the prac- | 
tice forever, aud not even fulfil his appoint | 
ment the same evening; and I believe he| 
ever afterwards religiously kept his word in 
that respect. 

Considerable disappointment was caused 
by his non-appearance at his post that eve- 
ning, and after being pretty well cursed, bis 
part had to be read by one of the other per- 
formers, to the evident dissatisfaction of the 
audience, 

I have often heard my mother relate this 
anecdote, and think it gave her much plea- 
sure in so doing, for she always considered 
that the discovery which she then made, 
was the means of making my father’s will 
more plastic and obedient, and of curing 
him uf a habit which was both hateful to 
her, and expensive to him. My father, on 
the other hand, could never bear to hear it 


named, for it reminded him of the deception | 


he had used towards her, and which, I be- 
lieve gave him great pain. He always 
avoided anything tbat had relation to thea- 
tricals afterwards, and was evidently uneasy 
if any one else happened to broach the sub- 
ject, which had become to him, at last, a 
hateful one. My mother says he wasa 
much better husband and father afterwards 


have made, and will, in the remainder of 
these incidents, condense ; and confine my- 
self to my own experience, 


(To be continued). 








RAILWAYS. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—Although your publication is not 
of a general nature for news, I have fre- 
quently observed in it, some very excellent 
letters upon the Smithfield nuisance. As 
you deviate at times, and insert letters upon 
other public matters, as well as things 
theatrical, will you favor me with the fol- 
lowing. 

I am a great railroad traveller; and now 
that all other road travelling is at an end, 
the public have a right to every accommo- 
dation. Can you, Sir, or any of your 
readers, inform me how it is, that, on the 
Great Northern Railway, there are no trviis 
running on a Sunday from nine o’clock in 
the morning till six in the evening—a lapse 
of nine hours; surely this is not accommo- 
dating the public. If on all the other lines 
the trains run on Sunday afternoons, why 
should they not on this’ There is great 
disappointment expressed in my locality on 





than he was before; and warned me parti- 


cularly, being the eldest, to avoid the snare | 


which was invariably laid on theatrical 
ground for young people, and to take the 
example set by my father. That father has 
now gone from us for ever. I remember 
the day we followed him to the grave; it 
was like our hearts, dull and sad~every- 
thing, even to my light heart, appeared 
melancholy and sad,—the very wind seemed 
to moan for him who was gone, and the 
leaves from the trees seemed to fall in sym- 
pathy for cur loss—and read to us the 
lesson that we should all wither and die! 
That was the first sad day in my life, and I 
cannot forget how insipid the light hearted- 
ness of my companions appeared to me, 
when they asked me, the next day, to join 
in their pastimes. I felt that I would sooner 
seek the grave of my father, and bedew it 
wth my tears, than join in the joyous 
Jaugh of my unfeeling companions. That 
day my little heart knew the meaning of 
theord “ sorrow’ for the first time. 

I must be pardoned the digressions | 





this question, and I hope the directors will 
see the necessity of running their trains on 
the Sunday, and thus afford that accomo- 
dation to the public which, in fact, they 
have a right to demand. 

The Great Western, too, have been put- 
ting out a feeler respecting their Parliamen- 
tary trains. They propose those trains 
should take éwo days to run from London 
to Exeter, instead of one. The inconveni- 
ence which the general public would teel by 
this arrangement, would be immense. It is 
time it should be impressed on the minds of 
directors, that railways were intended for 
public convenience, as well as their own 
profit. . 

While I am upon this sabject, I would 
just observe that, at the Waterloo station, 
there is great confusion every morning, in 
consequence of so many different trains 
starting at the same time. Persons are con- 
tinually getting into wrong carriages in con- 
sequence of the absence of propec officials 
to direct them to the right. It is highly 
necessary this should be obviated: and I 
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trust this may meet ‘the notice of some of 
the directors. 
I an, Sir, yours, &c., 
A Constant READER. 
New Road, Sept. 18, 1850. 








PROVINCIAL. 





MANCHESTER. Queens.—Mr. C, Dillon’s benefit 
on Friday evening, was honoured with the attend- 
ance of a crowded and select audience, to witness 
his pretensions to the legitimate drama. His per- 
sonation of Hamlet was a most exquisite perform- 
ance, manifesting a just conception of the charac- 
ter. He was cypital in the play-scene, and drew 
down rapturous bursts of applause. His represen- 
tation of Claude Melnotte, on Saturday evening, 
was another triumph, and will not suffer in compa- 
rison with some of your voluminous and endless 
correspondent’s “gods of idolatry.” Mrs. Dillon’s 
Pauline was marked with a chasteness of perfection 
that we did not anticipate. Messrs, Preston, Smith, 
Rosiere, and Miss Adeline Mortimer, sustained 
their respective parts in good style. To us it isa 
painful duty to record anything of an unpleasant 
character: but, in this instance, our duty knows no 
exeuse. During the performance on Saturday eve- 
ning, Mr. Dillion had to make an appeal to his 
audience, in consequence of an incessant tumult 
descending from the “gods.” For the last twelve 
or fourteen days, some half-dozen abortions of hu- 
manity squat themselves in those regions, and 
mechanically endeavour to interrupt the perform- 
ance, and disturb the quiet of the house by their 
coarse. low-bred, demoniaeal yells, fitting only for 
a bear garden. The manager and lessee have treated 
them indulgently, hoping they would see their folly 
and abandon it. Kindness has made them more 
insolent; and, as persuasion and friendly admoni- 
tion are of no avail, we shall sce what “virtue there 
is in stones.’”” We apprise those simpletons that 
‘“* Argus’ ’’ eyes are upon them, and if thcy persist, 
they will find to their sorrow, perhaps when too 
late, their range of liberty curtailed We are glad 
to say these remarks only apply to this isolated 
band, and we call upon the patrons of the gallery to 
discountenance and suppress them, and thereby 
maintain the integrity of this part of the house, 
and discharge an impartial duty to a gentleman 
who has so favourably acquitted himself as Mr. 
Dillon has. 

CoLosskum.—The experiment of the “dog” 
business at this house has been perfectly successful 
Messrs. Cony and Taylor, in their pantomimic en- 
tertainments, display much cleverness, and have 
initiated themselves in the good wishes of their 
audiences. “The Forest of Bondy ’’ was produced 
on Saturday, in“good style, and evidently gave gen- 
eral satisfaction. The harmonic department is still 
very efficient, Mrs. Foxcroft, Messrs. Edwin, 
Mackney, and Fielding, being as usual in the mu- 
sical ranks. 

Casrno.—Blanchard has been re-engaged, a 
good omen of the service he has rendered his 
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“ measther!’? Cato has been the favorite of the 
week, illustrated with the “bow-wows’’ of ‘Messrs. 
Hector and Bruin. The English Juba, Millicent, is 
still attractive. and with Herring, Griffiths, and the 
nightingale (Mrs. Emley), the company boast good 
powers. If we do not chronicle the latest “ hits” 
at this house. it is in consequence of the tardy ar- 
rival of the bill at our domicile. 

AMATEUR ENTERTAINMENT.—We had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the “ Operative Amateurs” per- 
form the play of “ Macbeth,” in the Palladium, on 
Saturday last. Taking the performance as a whole, 
our anticipations were not satisfied. Macheth’s con- 
ception of the character was good, but the delivery 
was very faulty; Macduff would please better, were 
he not so mechanical, as his acting lacked natural 
impulse. The Lady Macbeth was much too tame, 
and seemed more like the gentle Desdemona than 
the imperious Lady Macbeth. We would suggest 
the propriety of their entertainments, in future, 
being confined to lighter pieces. as the one in ques- 
tion was much too heavy for their respective 
abilities. 

Bricuton.—Mr. George Belcour has been doing 
very well here. The Julia of Miss Cooper, in the 
Hunchback, has been much admired. 

Hutt, Queen’s.—The Flowers of the Forest, 
The Stranger, Rob Roy, &Xc., have been acted, to- 
gether with several effective melo-dramas. The 
house has been crowded. 

Kipverminstern.—Mr, W. S. Thorne has just 
commenced his season here, with very considerable 
success. The new theatre is commodious, and 
neatly fitted up. 

Leicester.—Mr. Charles Gill has re opened 
this theatre with great eclat, and to excellent 
houses. Miss Edwardes—a very clever young 
lady, Mr Pauncefort, an excellent light comedian, 
and Mr. Grisdale, have proved capital attractions 
to the company. 

Oswestry.-—Mr. Villiers Eaglesfield opens here 
very shortly. 

HuppErsFtELD.—Mr. S, Wild, of Carlisle, opens 
this theatre on the Ist of November. 

CampripGE, ~ Mr. Hooper opened here on Mon- 
day last with a good company. Mr. Aldridge sus- 
tains the character of Othello with much success. 

In the company we observe the names of Miss 
Rosa Bennett, Miss Chalmers, Miss Ffredericks, 
Mad. Simon, Mr. H. Vandenhoff, Mr. L. Melville, 
Mr. E. Jones, &c. 

SouTHAMpTON.—Mr, and Mrs. Charles Kean re- 
visited this town—the scene of many of their his- 
trionic triumphs—on Wednesday in last week, 
when they appeared in the romantic drama of 
“King Rene’s Daughter.” and “ Much ado 
about Nothing.” 

HarrocatEe.—Mr. G. K. Dickinson has entered 
into a second engagement here His performance 
of Claude Melnotte is much admired, and has 
drawn full houses. 

Bristou.—Mrs. Macready has opened our theatre 
at reduced prices. Mr. Chute, Mr. Gomersal (son 
of the veteran Gomersal), and others of very con- 




















siderable local fame, are included in the company. 

The house has been well attended, 
GravesEND.—The theatre here opened on Mon. 

{day last, under the direction of the well-know, 
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pintomimist Tom Matthews. <A capital company 
has been drawn together. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 





Hirroprome at Hype ParK.—Mr. Batty, the 
enterprising lessee of Astley’s Amphitheatre, has, 
we understand, succeeded in obtaining premises 
and land in the neighbourhood of Hyde ark, 
which he purposes converting into a Hippodrome, 
on precisely the same scale as the one in Paris, in 
which, during the Exhibition ef 1851 he will in- 
troduce the tournays cf the oldcn time, on a scale 
of extensive splendour hitherto unequalled in this 
country. We have no doubt, if these magnificent 
equestrian spectacles be brought out with Mr 
Batty’s usual liberality and good taste, that his 
Speculation will prove a little California for him. 
when the metropolis is filled with the vast conccurse 
that may he expected during the season of the great 
exposition, 

There is at present and has been for some years, 
in the possession of Dr. Parkes, of 31, Great Marl- 
borough street, a picture, said to be a portrait of 
the immortal Shakspere. The picture bears all the 
warks of antiquity ; it would, however, be prema- 
ture to pronounce a positive opinion on its authen- 
ticity from the hurried view we have had of it It 
is, undoubtedly descrving of the careful examina. 
tion of all persons who take an interest in the 
memorial of England’s greatest dramatic poet. 

Mr. Benjamin Webster is still in Paris, on the 
leok out for novelties for the ensuing season. 

Lycrum.—This theatre is to be opened on the 
7th of October. Mr. G. Vining has becn engaged 
for the light comedy. Mr. George Horncastle also 
joins the company, and a Mr. Clifford sue: eds 
Mr. Bellingham iu what is termed the walking gen- 
tleman. 

Surgey.—The dramatic season will commence 


Aud hung the face of the ctherial night 
With gems sublime :—and then, if | adore, 
The pray’r is earnest, and thyself perchance, 
Included with a parent dear therein. 
* * * * . * 

The birds sing merrily upon the trees 
Within my garden, and I read and write, 
Striving to grow a better, wiser man, 
With beauty and with melody around. 

Then forth I go into the country wild, 
Thinking of many things, inhaling air 
Full of the breath of nature, and I feel 
My weary heart grow fresh, and life return 
With verdure as I dream. Eternity 
May sometimes flash upon the spirit’s eye ! 
Oh! then, it is not poetry I ree. — 
’Tis poetry I Live; and I am blest. 

These are my better moods ; but do not ask 
For aught of darker and of desol: te. 
Yet friendship, love, the theatre, and all 
The pleasures of domestic life, are good,— 
And these are mine. Hereafter let me speak 
Of such fair gifts of time, or share with thee ! 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 





CASINO DE VENISF, 218, High Holhorn.— 
Duly licensed. This magnificent hall room having 
been entirely re-decorated, is now open every even- 
ing. The band is complete in every department, 
composed of first-rate artists, and arrangements 
have been made for the production of the works of 
the most eminent native and continental composers 
Musical director and conductor, Mr. W. M. Packer. 
Master of the Ceremonics, M. Gonriet, with assis- 
tants. - Open at half-past seven. Admission 1s. 











here on Monday, the 30th instant, when a Shaks- 
perian play will be presented, with new scenery, 
dresses, ay pointments, &c. 

It is exp-cted the Princesses theatre will open 
the first week in October ; it being impossible the 
preparat'ois for the apartments intended for the 
reception of Her Majesty, ean be finished before 
that time. They a e of the most magnificent des- 
cription. 





TO A LADY WHO ASKED THE WRITER 
TO GIVE A DESCRIPTION OF HIS 
USUAL PURSUITS, 

Here am I sitting in my little room, 

Ten feet by eight ; and opposite behold 

Dear Helen Faucit in her own Pauline, 

With her sad spe: king face ; or, if I turn, 

The pleasant look of Henry Betty’s eye 

Greets me with friendship! I am very sure, 
There’s something more in pictures than we deem ; 
And therefore, ‘neath the English Roscius’ sor, 
A likeness of thyself—a LivtLE like— 

Is hanging, lady fair! I rise at six, 

Or, at the latest. seven : and think of Him, 
Who set the sun in the eternal sky, 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning 

| Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during theirtrials. 
| —A east in plaster of Mr, O'Connor, with a plan 
of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
land SON'S Exmuarrion Bazaar, Baker Street, 
| Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
and from seven till ten —Admittance Is; small 
‘room 6d. extra, 











SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Three Months secsseseseeeee One Shilling. 
fix Months.... Two Shillincs. 
Twelve Mouths.........+-+.. Four Shillings, 
Publ'sh d every Thursday Afternoon at Four o'clock, for 
the Propr.etor, by S. Y. Collins, 113, Pleet Street; ty be 
had of Vickers, Holvweli Strect; Magehell, 39, Hollywell 
















Ssales, 195, Shoreditch, and all Books Hers & Newsvenders. 
Manchester, J. Heywood, 10 Deansgate; Birminghom, 
W Pratt, 8’, Dogheth, To be hau by order, in any of the 

| Provincial Towns. 
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